
NAIN Masterclasses
May 9, 2022

Billy Kelly,
Chair, 

National Academic 
Integrity Network



The Network – its work so far:
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NAIN Guidelines and Principles

NAIN Academic Integrity Guidelines provide advice on 
 Upholding academic integrity
 Preventing academic misconduct
 Detecting academic misconduct
 Dealing with academic misconduct

NAIN Principles address
 Academic Integrity for the Enrolled Learner
 Role of HEIs in Fostering Academic Integrity in three areas:
 Institutional
 Developmental
 Operational

3



Currently at consultation stage – completion 
September 2022

 Approaches to detection 
and penalising of 
academic misconduct 

 Good practice with regard 
to addressing suspected 
and confirmed instances 
of, academic misconduct

 Procedures for the 
reporting and prosecution 
of instances of cheating 
regarding offences under 
the recently amended 
legislation
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Multiple Challenges to Academic Integrity:

 Plagiarism

 File-sharing sites, e.g., StuDocu, Course Hero

 Artificial Intelligence

 Contract Cheating
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What do we know of the prevalence of Contract 
Cheating in Ireland?
 Little direct evidence from Ireland
 anecdotal evidence from students

 ICAI McCabe Survey [March 2020] 
 “… more than 60 percent of university students freely admit to 

cheating in some form”
https://academicintegrity.org/resources/facts-and-statistics

 Guy J. Curtis, Margot McNeill, Christine Slade, Kell Tremayne, Rowena Harper, 
Kiata Rundle & Ruth Greenaway (2021) Moving beyond self-reports to estimate 
the prevalence of commercial contract cheating: an Australian study, Studies 
in Higher Education, DOI: 10.1080/03075079.2021.1972093

 Michael Draper: “The last count I think there were over a thousand 
sites on one comparison site, with more arriving each month”
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/apr/26/essay-mills-offering-incentives-
to-cheating-university-students-experts-warn
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What should we conclude?

 Changing nature and scale of the challenges to academic 
integrity 

 Prevalence of contract cheating services in Ireland?

 Not a problem confined to particular institutions or student 
cohorts

 A sectoral challenge – we need to act collectively and in 
concert

 How best should we deal with academic misconduct?
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